A Final Reply to Langdon by Bahn, Paul & Flenley, John
London.
Irwin, G. 1992. The prehistoric expLoration and coLonisalion of the Pacific.
Cambridge University Press, Cambridge.
Lum, J.K., O. Rickards, C. Ching and R.L Cann. 1994. Polynesian
mitochondrial DNAs reveal three deep maternal lineage clusters. Human
BIOLogy 66:567-590.
Murrill, R.l. 1965. A study of cranial and poslcranial matenal from Ea;,ter
Island. In HeyerdahI, T. and E.N. Ferdon Jr. Reports of the Norwegian
ArchaeologicaL Expedition to Easter IsLand and the East Pacific. Volume
2. Monographs of the School of American Research and the Kon-Tiki
Museum. No. 24, part 2. Santa Fe.
Piercy, R., K.M. Sullivan, N. Benson and P. Gill. 1993. The application of
mitochondrial DNA typing to the study of white Caucasian genetic
identification. Int. 1. Leg. Med. 106:85-90.
Skj0lsvold, A. 1994. ArchaeoLogicaL investigations at Anakena, Easter IsLand.
The Kon-Tiki Museum Occasional Papers 3. Oslo.
Thorsby, E., 1. Colombani, J. Dausset, 1. Figueroa and A. Thorsby. 1972. HL-A
blood group and semm type polymoflJhism of natives on Easter Island.
Histocompatibility Testing 1972, Munksgaard, Copenhagen.
Tsuji, K., M. Aizawa and T. Sasazuki. 1991. Proceedings of the ELeventh
InternationaL HistocompatibiLity Workshop and Conference, Volume I.
Oxford University Press, Oxford.
TABLE 1. Mitochondrial DNA polymorphisms in prehistoric Easter Islanders, compared with the human
mtDNA reference sequence. The three base substitutions at positions 16217, 16247 and 16261, and the 9
base pair deletion, are typical of Polynesians.
mtDNA position
9 base pair
Sample 16217 16247 16261 16271 16292 deletion
Reference sequence I T A C T C
"Polynesian haplotype,,2 C G T +
Prehistoric Easter Islanders
Ahll Tepell (1100-1680)
29967 C G T * * +
29970 C G T C * +
29972 C G T * * +
29992 C G T * * +
Ahll Vinapu (1680-1868)
29932 C G T * * +
29940 C G T * T +
29941 C G T * T +
29942 C G T * * +
29943 C G T * * +
29944 C G T * * +
29947 C G T * * +
29950 C G T * * +
I Anderson et al. 1981
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There is little that we can usefully add to Erika
Hagelberg's response, and we will therefore limit ourselves to
a few salient points.
1) Langdon has misread our earlier reply-we never claimed
that he had ignored the likelihood of a European ship visiting
the island before Roggeveen. All we said was that he had
ignored the fact that we ourselves mention such a likelihood
on p.13 of our book (see RNJ 8(1): ll).
2) In our earlier reply we clearly set out the arguments--
which we consider very sound--in favor of the view that de
Olaondo's unique and bizarre testimony about maize and
willte potatoes is highly untrustworthy; we prefer Forster as a
botanical observer, and it seems to us extremely unlikely that
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he would have missed cassava. Langdon persists in placing
his faith in the completely untrained de Olaondo, and clearly
nothing we can say will alter his wishful thinking on this
matter. We can only agree to disagree.
3) We are bemused by Langdon's modus operandi, ills
constant reliance on assumption and, especially, on "odds"
and spurious percentages: for example, why assume that half
of every crew had sex with young women or that 10% of such
sailors were Basques? Why not vice versa, or 100% and 20%
respectively? It is intriguing that he does not also calculate
the odds of the crops reported by de Olaondo (and presumably
grown for many centuries by supposed Amerindians on the
island) suddenly "falling out of cultivation" in the four years
before Forster arrived!
4) Finally, as Erika Hagelberg has pointed out, Langdon
has been left illgh and dry by the HeyerdaW camp. HeyerdaW,
as Langdon emphasizes, has always insisted that
Amerindians were the island's only inhabitants until
Polynesians arrived towards the end of the Middle Period; he
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has always accepted that the later islanders--source of all
skeletal material--were Polynesian. Now, however, after
analysis of the excavation results from Anakena, the coin has
flipped over, and Skjolsvold (1994: 115) argues that
Polynesians were the first colonizers and the Amerindians
came later! Quite how Heyerdahl will square this with his
previous position remains to be seen, but it clearly affects
Langdon's scenario, since he must now presumably envisage
3 colonizations: first Polynesians, then Amerindians and
finally Hispano-Polynesians who, in Langdon's dramatic
vision, wiped out all the Amerindians with germs. Three
separate colonizations of an island that probably required a
miracle to be colonized even once (to use odds and
probabilities again) simply stagger the imagination. As with
every point raised by Langdon, we prefer to apply Occam's
razor and adopt the least complex solution, as set out in our
book and our earlier reply.
Skjolsvold, A. 1994 Archaeological investigations at
Anakena, Easter Island; The Kon-Tiki Museum
Occasional Papers, Vol. 3:5-121.
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